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THE OUTLOOK OF THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION REFLECTS A SCALE OF 
UNIVERSALITY THAT SEEKS TO RECOGNIZE NATURAL, CULTURAL AND SACRED SITES OF 
PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE FOR ALL OF HUMANITY. HOWEVER, WHO DECIDES ON WHAT IS TO 
BE PROPOSED, AND ON WHAT TERMS? DRAWING ON ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELD WORK IN NEPAL, 
INDIA, CHINA AND MALI, THE PRESENTATION WILL EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY THAT WORLD 
HERITAGE IS INDEED A “MEMORY FOR THE WORLD”, BUT SOUNDS A NOTE OF CAUTION ON THE 
PHILOSOPHICAL ROOTS AND POWER RELATIONS WHICH SEEK TO PRESERVE SUCH SITES IN 
PERPETUITY.                                                                             ������
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